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a charm to stop bleeding, and they tell you it is as
effectual as the strongest stiptic, be the bleeding
outward, by a wound, or inward, by any breaking
the vessels, wrench or strain, or by distemper ; and
for this they have particular people, whom they
call charmers. What part of the black art or
magic these charmers practice, I know not, but it
seems they perform it at a distance, and without
seeing or knowing the persons; only the person
who is in distress by bleeding, sends his name to
the charmer, and he sends the good spirit he talks
of, and (as the magicians say) converses with, and
the bleeding is stopped in a moment. This, the
charmer, as they call him, does, by repeating the
name of the person afflicted, to which he always
adds some barbarous unintelligible language of his
own j upon repeating which he sends the messen-
ger away, and the cure is perfected. Now this is
much the same with the magic of other practisers ;
for this they tell you is the charmer speaking to the
good spirit he converses with, who immediately
flies invisible to the poor distressed patient, and
works the cure.

These charms are also of several kinds, and for
several purposes ; some to cure human bodies, some
to cure cattle, some to quiet great dogs, and pre-
vent their falling upon people as they go along, and
some, perhaps, to prevent their barking when a
thief may attempt the house; that part, I suppose
they won't call the work of a good spirit. They
have such a variety of those things in other parts,
as well as in our own country, and especially in
Ireland, in Norway, and in some parts of Germany,
that it would be needless to give an account of
them, and a little out of the way too in such a work
as this.

But I must come a little nearer home.    These